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CoursE dEsCription/ContEnt: 

* The district’s literacy model will be supported and the Social Studies curriculum will 
focus on five main aspects.  Classes will focus on: history, geography, economics, 
culture, ethics and belief systems, and social and political systems.  We will work to 
determine what each role these five aspects played in ancient civilizations.  We will also 
determine how these ancient civilizations helped the development of our world 
today.   We will use reading comprehension skills and the writing process to complete 
assignments/maps, quizzes, tests, and projects throughout the semester.   

* For more in-depth information on the Common Core State Standards please visit: 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2860  

Course Outline: 
(Social Studies is a one semester class) 

* 1st Six Weeks- Ancient civilizations- Mediterranean- Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, 
Rome  

* 2nd Six Weeks- South America, Caribbean- Inca, Aztec, Maya civilizations and 
European explorers  

* 3rd Six Weeks- North America- Native culture groups, European explorers  

 
ExpECtations: 
I have only one expectation of you and that is RESPECT! It must be shown at all times. 
You need to remember to ALWAYS RESPECT: 
   

1)  YoursElF 
2)  otHErs 
3)  our sCHool 

 
   

mailto:luft_sue@salkeiz.k12.or.us


   Our goal is to maintain a positive learning atmosphere. It is very important that we all be 
cooperative and courteous. Each individual’s behavior affects the learning experiences and 
opportunities of others in the class. Your positive attitude and sincere efforts are needed and 
appreciated in order for everyone to learn as much as possible in a pleasant environment. 
     However, in the unlikely even that someone chooses not to abide by these expectations, the 
following consequences may be given: 1) Verbal warning, 2) Individual conference, 3) Seating 
change, 4) Parent Contact, 5) Citation, 6) Buddy Room, 7) Referral, or other appropriate 
consequences fitting to the situation.  
 
attEndanCE: 
     Good attendance is CRUCIAL in learning, so please try to be in class everyday. Absences 
weaken your ability to keep up with the class and to be an active participant. When you are 
absent, it is your responsibility to get make-up work. You will have the same number of make-
up days as you were absent. You will need to check the assignment calendars when you return 
to school to see what you have missed. I am available for additional help before and after school, 
but you must make arrangements with me to set up a convenient time for both of us. Make-up 
work will NOT be given during class time. 
     Tardies are recorded if you come in the classroom after the bell rings without a destination 
slip excusing you. If you do have a pass to enter class, please do so quietly and non-disruptively. 
I will come back and fill you in on what you missed as soon as the other students are on task. 
 
GradEs: 
     Your grade will be determined by points earned on in class work, special projects, and class 
PARTICIPATION. Unless you have an excused absence, NO LATE WORK WILL BE 
ACCEPTED!!!  Accepting late work is not fair to those students who have completed their work 
on time. It is important to remember that even a single zero on an assignment can drastically 
affect a student’s grade! 
     A standard grading scale (see below) will be used, converting the points into a percentage, so 
the student can determine the letter grade, which is also used on the progress report (every six 
weeks) or report card at the semester in January and in June. Grading is cumulative this 
year, so progress reports are a “snapshot” of where a student’s semester grade is at 
that point in time. 
 Grading Scale: A= 90-100% 
    B= 80-89% 
    C= 70-79% 
    D= 60-69% 
    F= Below 60% 
 
Grades for citizenship and work habits are determined using the rubric found in the 
planner/student handbook on page 16. 
 
Suggested Supplies 

Student needs:  binder with dividers and notebook paper, 1 composition notebook, pens, 
pencils, glue stick, hand pencil sharpener (for “quiet” sharpening during work time), highlighters, 
colored pencils, and post-it-notes. Also, many students will want a flash drive so computer work 
can be transferred between school and home. 
 
  
 
 
 



Modifications for TAG students 
 Common modifications to help TAG students achieve high levels of learning include, but 
are not limited to, clustering TAG students for group work, providing challenge opportunities (any 
student may choose these higher-order thinking options), creative and open-ended responses to 
course content, independent work time, and choices for reading and writing topics. 
 
Communication 
     InTouch computer grade book will be updated by Thursday of each week. I am available 
anytime via email. I will make every effort to respond by the next day after receiving an email. I 
can be reached between 3:00 and 4:00 most afternoons. You may leave a message and I will 
return your phone call as soon as possible. 
     It is very important to me to maintain open communication lines with you 
throughout the year. I'd like to keep you updated on what we're doing in class. Email 
is the quickest, easiest way to do this. I send class emails every week—usually on 
Monday, just to let you know what we are doing as well as to keep you “in the loop” 
with what is happening at school. 
     If at ANY time, you need additional help or have questions, please do NOT hesitate to ask; 
that’s why I am here! I look forward to a fantastic year!  
 
Please sign, detach and return the bottom portion below the dotted line by September 
16th. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
I have read the syllabus for 6th grade Social Studies. 
 
_________________________      __________ ______________________________ 
Parent Signature    Date  Student Signature    
 


